
From YTC to IRC 

When Is It Time to Make the Move? 

The RORC Rating Office in Lymington administers 
the two most popular rating systems used in UK 
yacht racing: the RYA’s Yacht Time Correction 
(YTC) system and the internationally recognised 
IRC rule. For many sailors, YTC is the first step 
beyond local handicap racing, while IRC opens 
the door to a wider range of competitive 
opportunities. In this article, Jenny Howells, 
Technical Manager at RORC Rating Office, 
explains the role of YTC and looks at when it may 
be time to raise your sights from YTC to IRC. 

The Yacht Time Correction (YTC) rating system 
has become an excellent way for cruising yachts 
and club sailors to get involved in handicap racing 
without unnecessary cost or complexity. For 
many owners, the appeal is simple: for UK sailors 
it is free to apply for, straightforward to 
understand and designed around the sort of boats 
that make up the backbone of local club fleets — 
cruising yachts, cruiser-racers and boats whose 
owners want fair, enjoyable racing without turning 
their sailing into a full optimisation project. 

One of YTC's biggest strengths is that it offers a 
consistent, measurement-based alternative to 
purely local performance handicaps. Club 
performance systems can work well, but they are 
often shaped by local knowledge, previous results 
and the particular mix of boats in one fleet. YTC 
gives clubs and owners a common framework 
based on the physical characteristics of the boat, 
helping racing feel more transparent and making it 
easier for boats to compete when visiting other 
clubs or taking part in local regattas. 

That said, YTC is not intended to be a playground 
for highly optimised race boats or so-called 'pot 
hunters'. Its purpose is to support accessible club 
racing and encourage participation, not to reward 
owners who set out to exploit an entry-level 
system. For boats and crews whose ambitions are 
becoming more serious, more technical or more 
widely travelled, IRC is usually the more 
appropriate route. 

As experience grows, crews often start travelling 
beyond their home club, entering open meetings 

or even regional championships, or longer coastal 
races. That is often when the question arises: is it 
time to move from YTC to IRC? 
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What is the difference? 
YTC is designed to be straightforward. It uses a 
limited set of physical boat data, normally based 
on published design information and basic 
dimensions such as length, weight, draft and sail 
area. This simplicity keeps the process accessible 
and allows many owners to obtain a rating without 
the cost or complexity of full measurement. 

IRC, by comparison, takes a more detailed view of 
the boat. It considers a broader range of yacht 
characteristics, including hull and appendage 
configuration, rig dimensions, sail inventory and 
other performance-related features. The result is 
a rating system suited to a wide variety of racing, 
from club fleets to major offshore and 
championship events. 

The two systems should not be seen as rivals: YTC 
provides the entry point and IRC provides the next 
step for those with higher aspirations. The data 
requirements overlap, and for many owners the 
move is more natural than they expect. 

Signs you may be ready for IRC 
The clearest sign is the type of racing you want to 
do. If your sailing is mainly informal club racing, 
YTC may continue to serve you very well. If you are 
starting to look at regional championships, larger 
regattas, longer coastal races or offshore events, 
you will often find that IRC is the rating system 
being used. 

Another sign is that your boat is no longer quite 
standard. Perhaps you have changed sails, 



altered the rig, fitted a different propeller, 
modified the appendages or made other 
performance-related changes. As boats move 
away from basic production specification, a more 
detailed rating assessment becomes increasingly 
necessary to fairly reflect the boat’s performance. 
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Common misconceptions 
One common misconception is that IRC is only for 
professional campaigns or high-budget race 
boats. In reality, most IRC certificate holders are 
ordinary club sailors and amateur crews.  

The same system can rate a family cruiser-racer, 
a double-handed offshore boat and a grand-prix 
racer because the purpose is the same: to provide 
a fair basis for competition between different 
types of yacht. 

Another misconception is that IRC always 
requires extensive measurement. For many 
production boats, the Rating Office already holds 
standard hull data and design information, which 
can make the application process relatively 
straightforward. Owners provide the rig and sail 
measurements, and configuration information for 
their own boat. 

Why make the move? 
The biggest benefit of IRC is opportunity. An IRC 
certificate opens the door to a wide range of 
racing in the UK and internationally, from 
established club series and local championships 
to major offshore races and international events. 
It allows owners to broaden their racing calendar 
and compete with confidence in fleets where IRC 
is already well established. 

There is no single moment when every boat 
should make the move, if at all. The right time 
depends on your boat, your crew and your 
ambitions. But if your sailing is starting to stretch 
beyond your home club, IRC may be the natural 
next step. YTC gets sailors started; IRC helps 
them go further. 

Useful links 
YTC to IRC Pathway see 
https://rorcrating.com/ryaytc 

IRC Rating https://ircrating.org 
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